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frem | had been atanding over him and had

CHAPTER XiV.

COver the Water,

ftarn Math, patient and impassive
ma ever, had the tonga waiting for
Mrbar befors the Resldency Ex

ted boyond words, the American per

ftied himself to be driven off
roecl Kutinrpur's intricate neiwork
of strents and backways.toward a des-
finntion of which bho kmew an littio as
Be cored. Hewha a guest of the atate,
pficinlly domictiod at the designated
use of hospitality; without especial
permistlon, oblalned through the el-
of tha Resident, ha could sleep

no olber spot In tha city or its
prileyn. He was {ndifferont, sheso
Rutely; the matier interested him as
peantily—which is to say oot at all—

did the fact that an escort of troop:
E of the siate; vory well nceoutred

d disolplined, followed the tonga
with & great jangling of ateel nnd to-
ot of hoofy.

Allghting in the compound, Ambar
dishursed & few rupees to e troop

m, pald of Ram Nath-—who wan

ifL {0 drive off olty-wards In mad

uste Jast the gates beo shut upon

im for the pight—and entered the

ungalow. An aghd, tmalkative, and

{atle kbhansamab mei bim at the

ahold with expressions of exagger-
pted respect, no doubt gequine onoughk,
End followed him, » mumbling shadow,
a8 the Virginlan made a bris! round
of Inspection.

Bianding between the ropd und the
water, tho rosthouse proved 1o be

eristely spaclous and clean; on the

a front it opensd upon a marble
bund, or lnpding stage, ita lip inpped
By whispering ripplen of tha Iake,
Kmber went out upon this to discover,
saparated from him by little mora
than half o mile of black water, the
ghostly white wall of the Raj Mahal
glirgbing In dim ‘majesty to the stam.

The Virginlan remalned long io
mpt wondering contédmplntion af It
potll the wind blowing acrosa the wi-
fors hod chillled bim to the polnt of
phivering: when he turped indoors Lo

is bed. But he wans to have litle rest

nlght. The kbansamah who nt-

ded lilm hud Bardly turned low
E-‘ Hght when Amber waa disturbed
ths nolke of an angry altercation

fn tha compound, He drosq and In
flrosnlhg-gown and alippera went to fu-
’ te, and found Rum Nath ino
olent dlapnts with the sergeant of

o sscort—which, It appeared, had

Nded a Ars and eamped round it In

compound: o elrcumstiance which

ferntshed food for thoughL
i Amber bogen o suspect thst the
Eroops had heen furnished as a guard
fesa of honor than of espionags, leas
formal courtesy than in demonwtra.
of the unsleepltg vigilance of

p Eve—kindly assisted by the Ma-
firana of Khundawar,

A wan who, warmad by the arder of
%is firat love, foals suddenly the whaud-
ow donth' falling cold ypon bim, Is
apt to neglogt npthing. Amber con:
aiderad that he had given Ram Nath
po commisglon of any eort, and bent
a0 attentive ear o the communication
whick the tonga-wallah inslsted upon
Saking w him

Reim Nath bad returned, he nsserted,
aoisly for the purpase of taforming
Anmber in sceordancs with his desires,
*The tolegraph oMes for which ¥ou
enguired, sahib, stands Just within the
Gatewiy of the Elephauts"™ he no-
vopnoed. “The teleglapi-bakiu will be
on duy wvery eurly In the morning.
should you deeire sull to send the
ineanage.”

“Oh, yon," sald Amber Indiferentiy.
A fargotton, Thanks"™

Ay roturned  to hia  charpoy with

* e ponhldersbly higher, Ham Nath
ol nut wisked this time, but the fact
w53 judisputsble that Amber hind not

i any Jutepsst whatever 12

:@WM ol ™e telegraph office.

Jondestng M the Lelograph babu by
wore pink satiu, he doged

{nion 1hat ha would necd
% e Arst thing in

{of the khansamah's

vontinually brokes by the blek-

of soms of mothers
nopes. Thers followed Instantuneous
nllanes; broken hy a chuckle and an
pplausive “Bhabast!™ ansd nothibg

Amber snuggied down agaisn wpon
i plllow and soothed himeslf with
the fenl of the platal that his fngers
gruaped honoath the clothes.

Footfalls and hushed voloes In fle
bungalow wore responsible for the
next interruption. Amber cuma lo
with a start and found himaslf sitting
up on the edgg of the charpoy, with a
dreatny fnpression that twa peaple

just loft the room, coscaping by way
guariers. Ha
ribbed the eleep from his eyes and
went out to remounstrale  vigorously
with the khausamal., The Iatter
naturally professed complete Ignor-
nnes of the visitation and dwelt with
such Ingistence upon e pleusibility
of dreama that Amber lost patience
and kicked him grievously, so that he
complalnnd with 4 loud voles and cast
himsel! st the sahlb’a feet, declaring
that be was buat as the dust beneath
e and that Amuber was his (olher
and mother and tho lght of the Unik
varee bogldes,

Somewhat mollified and raeftecting,
al the vame time, that {his was all but
4 part of the game, Lo be expected by
those who patronize restlivuses off the
beaten roads of travel, the Virgininn
foturned o his charpoy and Iminedl
ately lapsod Into o singularly disquiet-
Ing droam. He was wsirolling
by the bBarder of the Inke when 4 ooot
swam in and balled him (o English,;
and when lhe stooped to look the coot
lfted an A. D, T, mesgenger hoy'se
cip anil plaaded with hlm to sign hlas

"Hoaldas,
that reference to the pliotograph—"

Ha slipped Biirrladly into bia cloth
Ing and ostentatiously dropped (he
pistol loio his righthand coat-pocket
“I'm peady,” bhe told the man. “Lead
the way; and remember, if there's
any treachary afeol you'll he the frgt
to suffer for It, Dulla Dad,”

Tha Mohammedan bowed submis
sivaly. “Des I so, my lord,” he sald In
Hindl, und, moving tolpelusaly with
unshod féet, glided Lloough the door
which opened upon the bund, Amber
eloko behind Bim,

In the water st thelr feot a light
boat wus gontly nosing ths marble
bued. Dulln Dad, stqunstting, dreaw it
broadalds to the steps and motioned
Amber Lo entar, The Virginlan board:
ed It gingerly, weating himsclf at the
stern. Dulla Dad dropped In forward
and pushed off, Tho bout moved out
upon the bosom of the Iaks with
scarce & aound, and the opative, grasp
Ing a double-bladed paddle, dipped it
gently and seot o frall eraft ying
onward with loog, swift, nod poworfal
atralees, gulding It dlrectly toward the
walls of the Raj Mahal.

Twothirds of the may norons the
Virglning suarrendered ™ Lis wistrast
and drew Lls plstol, “Dulla Dad,” he

i

l i

il

thut If he 414 8o, it would be free (0
doff its disgolse and. be Labortouche
ignin. Bo Amber signed "Pink Satin"

gald: “I'm not Labortouche ut al), but
Ram Nath, and Ram Nath {a only an-
othér nume for Har Dysl Rutton, and
besides sou had botter come awsy at
onoe, for tha Eys thou dost wenr upon

& paste Token wnyway" Hearing
which, Amber caught ths coot by the
leg and foupd that he had grasped the
arm of Sallg Singh, whose eyes were
both monstrous emeralds without any
whitea whatever. And BSallg Slogh
tappod hlin an the shoulder and began
1o guy aver afid over agnin io a whis-
ar -

But hers Ambar anniher time found
hlmpell wideawuke and sitting sp, bis
left bhapd gripping the wrist of a na-
tive and his right holding his plstol
stoadily leveled at the nativa’s broast
While the volce ho heard was renl and
no fgment of a dream-mused (magl
nation; for the man was whispering
earnesily and ropeatedly

“Hanten, hazor, for the night doth
wane and the hour s ut hand.”

“What doviltry's this?" Amber do-
manded sharply, with a threatening
gosture,

But the nutive nelther attempted to
free: himself nor to evade the platols
mouth, “Havd patience, hazor,” be
begged enrnestly, “and make no dis-
turbanee. It Is iafe and the sepoys
sleep; If you will be cireumspect and
ars not afruid—"

"Who are you?"

{ "1 was to say. ‘1 come (rom
know whom.' baroor.™
| “That al) ™

“In the matter of u certatn photo
graph, hngoor”

"By thunder!™

you

Labertouche's name

I "Walt & bit” Ho gulped down the
inat dregs of uluop L&t me think
And—as,

This last wns ap afterthonght As
It cama to him he dropped the pistol
by his glde and fdlt for matchess In
the pocket of his cont, which hung
ovar the bock of n beslde ehnlr, Pipnd-
lug one, he giruck It nolsclessly and,
as the tloy flame broaduned, draw hia
captive nearer

It was n [at, moan, wicked face that
sood oul mwEninst the Jdarkness: an
cohre-tinted facoe with a wide, loose-
lipped mouth and protruding eves that
blinked nervoualy into his. But he had
ouver soen It before

"Who are you!"' MHe cast away the
match as ita Aume died and soutihed
up Mls wonpon

“i waa to say—"

*T heard that once
name ™

“Dulla Dad, bBucoor.”

“Aund who are you from7T”

“Haroor, 1 was vot to say.”

“1 think you'd bDaetter,” suggested
Amber, with @ grim wignificance

1 'mm the hazoor's slave. [ dare not
ay.” '

i "Now isol Derse—"

What's your,

namoe In w little black book, promising |

1 the book and thé cool gtood up and |

they finger never sleepa nnd It's only |

wos on Amber's lips, but he repreaned |

i

il

Remalned Lang In

|

nald gently: and the mnn
Allpg with a dbhudder

consird pad

*Dulla Dad,

yoiree taking e 1o the palaca®

“Yen, haxoor: that lg brue,” the na
Urs ankwered Wis voles guavering
| “Who awalti mo there? Abswer
guiekdy "

"Hnzoor, It Is not wiaga to sprak &
name upon the water, where volces
teavel far”

1 *“Dulin Dad!™
| “Hazoor. 1 way not say!

The boat marged swiftly on, while
gl Aand agaln Amboer's fNnger trem-
bled on the trigger. Though already
the white gleaming walian towered

wWaE 4ot ¥eb oo jale

wbava lilm, It
hut gshoyld he

not toh fate
fores Dmalin Dad to 1«
inlEn what?
Ho did pothing save vesigu himeslf
to the lunue. Aa thoy drew nearer the
| moonlit walls he louked tu waln for
Irs'ﬁ!t af o lupding stage, and wondered,
the lghted bund that he had  soen
from over ths water bofpe invislhin
to bim round an snglh of the huld
ing. But Dulla Dad beld on withont
a poauns ontll the mwoment sheo 1
seomnsd that he fntended 1o dash the
boat bowa drst against thoe stove;
then, with a fnal dexirous twist of
the paddie, he swung at n khacp angle
and slmultaneously checkod the speed,
Under scint ssomonfuan  they
from moonllght and the clesy sir of
plght futu & oleas wall betwesn two

withdraw,

Lum y might

filled with the soft munuurings of
witer and with darkness

aad rank with the odor of slime
“Hagoor!"

ki

Rapt Wondering Contemplation of it

\ \’,,

o
“Whare! . . |, Omn"
tentative hand, groping In obseurity,
foll upt & slab of stons, smooth and
alippary, but solld. “YTou moin hore™
hm ..mi

“And what nest?™

“T am to wait to conduct you back
(o your placs of reat”

“UmT You are, sh1” Amber,
doubilyl, tried the stone agaln; It was
substantial enough; only the boal
rocked, He struck a matoh; the short
ltved Bame afforded bhim o feable, nn-
estisfnctory Impression of a lonhg, har
row. wvnulted chamber, vhm:mt the
foor wits hall wulae, half stons, There
wis s Innding to the left, s rather aar
row ledge, with a low, heavy ~door,
basped with iron, In the wall beyond

Shaking His head, he (fted himnell
cauvtiously out of the boat. “Youstay
right there, Dulla Dnd” he warned ths
natlve, "until I seo what happensn. If
I cateh you trying to get away—the
bout'll show up nlcely against the
apening, you Snow-<I'll give you cause
for repantance.”

“T am here, hagoor. Turn you and
knock upon the door thun"-—vapping
the gunwaile of the boat—""thrice.”

Amber obeyed, wrought up now o
o high & plteh of excitement nnd nus-
poneo.that he conld hardly have with-
arawn bind he wished to and becn able
to foree Dulln Dad to heed him., As
he knuckied the third signal, thae door
swung slowly Inward, disclosing, Ih a
dim giow of light, stone walls—n bara
stone chamber Huniinated by a single
fron lunp hengicg o chains from the
celllng. Across the roomm o diark en-
tey aponed 4pon & pAssagewny equiad:
Iy dnrk

By the door a gsrvant stood, his al-
tituda defereutinl,  As the Virginlin's

i

.;f_r "

gaxa foll ypon Bim be salsamed re-
speotfully.

Amtbor ontared, his ayes guick, his
right hand in bhin pocker and gratetul
for the cold careas of nickeled steol,
his body polsed lghtly and tenmely
vwpon the balils of his foet—in a word,
ready. ftopered ngainst the worst he
was honeful of the best: appreben-
sive, he reminded bimeelf thut he had

| hest met Labertouche wnder adspleen

alid |

havdly morte preposdessing than theso.

The ciang of the door clesing b
hind Wim rang bollowly dn the sl
nosa. The warder moved past 8tm to
the entrance of the corridor. Amber
held Lim with a sharp nuestion

"Am I o walt Lers?"

Fur 8 moms
il _.:-I'-".‘Ivl’li

Without a sousnd a door at Amber's
elbow that had onipod bin Curmory
notlee, so ounnlogly was it fiited in
the wall, swung spou, and a remem-
berdd wvolee boomed (n bis sarn, oot
withotut & cartaln sardonlo tofleciton:
"Walcome, my lord, welcoms to Khan-
dawar!™

Alubor mwung
with o shar)

Neaven buarn!™ He

upon the gpker
"Sallg Stogh!*

“Thy staward bida thee weloome o
thy kingdors, hagoop!"

Dowinnting the seone with his [me
| posing prosonce—a Ggure roginl o tha
reglmepitnln of his nalve srsy—Lihe
Pajput bhumbled himaself before the
Virginlun, dropping o his Ynee and

walla, 2nd then suddenly boneath an | pfering bls Jawoled swardlit i tokea
arch and (nto & cavernous chnmber | of hie fealtly.

“Oh, got up:™ mnapped Awbder aun-
| putlently, “Tm slek of gll this damned

Here the air was sluggist and bheavy | tomfoolery. Get up, d'von hearl—un.

| lpam you want me to take ihat prefiy

| sword of yours and spaok you with
| 1t wra Dulls Ded's voles, aleak wilh ' [1i*
| fuwning, For all the repulaiveness of | .
Ut ageenls Amber A Dot MuTy @ | moved e body o s man a8 e

A qulven, ma of pelfrepression,
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“Is That Lenguage Plaln Enough for
You®"

you know 1t Whetlier or pol you'm
Euing to ‘wuffer” what you call my In
rolance, T don't know, and 1 dom't
much cara. Yoiu've made a fool of
me twioe, now, and I'm tired of it. 1
give you my word [ don't understand
why 1 don't shool you down here
and now, for I belleve in my heart
you'ra the uohollest seoundrel unhung
Is ‘that langnage plain  enough for

yout”
For an Instant longer they faced ons
another offenuively, Amber ovol

asnough outwardly and iowardly botl
Ing with rage that he should have
wnlked into the trap with his eyes
open, Sally Singh trembling with re
sentmpnt but halding himself In with
splendld resiraint,

“As for wme,” continued Awmber. 1
sunpect 1t the mogt hopeless uws In
the thres Presldencles, If that's any
comfort to you, Ballg Singh. Now
what d'rou wast with me?"

A shindowy smils saltened the black-
naens of the Rajput's wrath. He shrug
Eod nnd moved his hunds slightly, ex-
pesing thalr pnims, subtly =igniiying
his mbwlasion

“Thou art my overlord,” heée sald
quietly, with & silky deference, "iIn
time thou wilt ace. how thoa hast
wronged me. For the present, 1 re |
maln thy sersant I harbor no re
wentmont, I owa thee naught but loral:
ty. I awall thy commands,™

"The dickens you do!™  Amber
whidtled Insudibly, his eyea narrowling |
as be pondered the man, "You protest |
a g, 8dlig Blugh. If you're #o much
abt my nervice why, prove IL"

By way of reply Sallg Singh' lifted
his sword in Mg geabbnrd from ils‘
{nstaniogs at bies slda and, with o mag-
nificent gosture, cast L clunking w
the foor beétween them. A beavy f':!‘l‘;'
Heh wrmy pattern revolver [ollowed
it The Ralpit spread out bis hands.
“Thou art atmed, my lord,” ha sald
"I, at thy merey. If thou dost mls
Judge my purpese In causiug thes (o
ba brought hither, wy lifo ia in thy
hands.*

“Oh, yes" Ambar nodded. “That's
vory pretty. But premuming 1 chose ta |
take 1™ |

“Thou art free as the winds of the

morning. BSee, then" Sallg Siogh

girode o the outer door and threw |
It open.  "The wahy Of escapo 18 cluar
~pot oven locked.”

The lamplight fell neross the ptone
landing &nd moade vigible the walting
boat with Dulla DAd altting patiently
At the oar.

“1 moe," assented Amber, *Wall?”

Ballg Sinkh abut the door gently
“Is thero more to pay?™ he enduired
"I have shewn thee that thou ard
free."

(TO BE CONTINURD)

Insane for Hiring Him.

Thin ope whs (6ld of the late Sens
ator Dolliver. I Is of the trinl of »
man [ar murder, who was undoubired.
Iy gullty, byt was sequitted, greatly te
tha surprise of the prealding Judge.
The jury hnd been out two duys con
sldering the cnse, Without reaching a
concluwlon. Then the judge called the
fury into court and asked what the
difftoulty was., 'The faoreman soid:

“Judge, there s only one thing that
fa troubling us. Was the priscnei's
oounsel appolnted by the courl, or re
tuined by the prigoner hRimaelf ™

“The prisoner 18 & man of means,”

|
l

gald the Judge, “and be retaloed h14|
nwn couonel.”

Ten minstes 1ster the fury sent out |
word that ap agreement had  been
rénched. They filod into court. The
foreinan rose and announced the yven
dict: "Acgultted, ot Lthe ground of In- |
sanity.”

Looking fe: an Ax

“Thore 1s o cartain ¥ind of souveniz
flend that bos pretly poor plekings
these @aye.’” sald the pollceman, 1
waenn tne man of womad —usually It In
4 woman—whe wanty the ax with
whieh the door s cut down and the
turniture amashed I a gnmbling radd,

“Thyre are PFuritans a-plenly who
hog um for these lmplements of de
struotion, Every rald that the publie
ety wind of brings oul scores of let
tera from [oes of gambling who hure
the ecottan batting all ready to pack
swny the mx that struck s blow =
carcuption,

“Unloas the old a7 gots fost In tm
shulfle somabody 1o e crowd usually

sonds 1t o the vho oald wrild
Wy sl LA

Wa atood and watchad the foolish sheep
An fraom e feld they apad,

Each one lntent that W should Mesp
Hehind the one aligad

"How silly!” oried n lady falr,
““'in comical indmed

Tao soe thom running everywhere

With ano sligep in the lemd™

(And ahe, as | wid brother Mike

With s saronstie smile,

Ahn and the rest wore clolhes altke

And hnta sl of ons stylal)

Wa wtosd and watehal the shesp agaln

U'ntll ohe gervous ahenp

Pashed for ihe fence, and,
thom,

Want a'ee It #lth a leap
Balilnd 1t In an opdersd lino

The fMock Jumped one by ons,
"The foaln' —this wise rmark mas ming=-

“Ape what 1oy have seen donw'

thore mnd

fAnd br

hee Mike and all the men,
As 1 plsepved 1o Dim,
Wore alothes shint wars cullod
ien
And bute atlie tn him.)

utylink

Antd na we lpft wa saw the aheep
Mnce sigie lapg o'er ths winll

Bahlngd fts leégder anch would leap,
Bariind Jt 11 would fail

“Erwinb, ity ththew'' w2 all agreod
AR oh olir wa¥ we turted

"For sieep thers (a8 o, Indoed,
That they hnve pever lonrned.™

(But most of us do thingy alike
An Tlde an ke oan be

Ar T otimecyad to brother Mika
And Miks olserved to mely

PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT:

"How
besuteoun crenture. alter the methods
lend young moan ban Woesel her

dare you, dir!"” exclating the

“Why, didn't you 2umt

Hgtee with

| me when 1 andd that | bellgvest in ‘s

Maee Yor

in ita

evervihiihg and overything

A Suggeation,
" omigia be A very good thing, Indesd,
And clone up & lor af bur nystery,
I i Bplntoriea) noveolisg
shoukd writh a historionl lilstory

Snow,

Suow. ls what ¢ty tolks endl benotl
ful and nhovel off the groand st ohes,
and couutry folks give no ednslidera
tlon whutnsver

Bnow i composoed af Lii-lh‘l). whplch
are Arrnnped o geomerriesd dodlgnns
Same ote oy domous rate that thile
shows I eonnection belween geomotry
And baraetry, T he or slie desires

fnow 18 ke sonie poapie—iIt s all
right until it becomes wluppy

Boow (naked Blelgh rides potsiliie:
and sleigh rides are talled with de
light by foollth Foung people who
wint W [redzd Lo death uolding suiigs
when they umight socomplind the same

feat in salety and warmth In tha
TSTTE

Enow 4 not a marketalle commo
ity If 1t wern, wo would all b

whoveling Tor Hockofollet
Suow s an Iukpleation tor
conl dealars and fur merchunts

PoRin

Labor Troubles,

"How dods yaur tew bouse In the
country look. now that It s finighed ™
wa asked our friend

1t tan't Onlgbed,” he roplies

“But yon hegao  work  op |t wlx
months and mors spee”

“Yea, but I gl (oto trouble pa.
canse the plumbers' union wantid
to tot thein do the plpthg of the quail »

Ingefinite,

"1-wish,” be sald 1o the editor of the
Bingvllle Banver, “that sou  wonig
Alate 0 your paper that | expect to
go nway for the heated senson ™

"Al TIEWL” agroed the editor. “lug
shall | put that in the society vews
or hold It tor the obitunry eolumn

T DS e | e




